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Background

Bihar stands at a pivotal moment in its development journey, characterised by
a young population, rising aspirations, and strong linkages with labour
markets across India and beyond. As India advances towards the vision of a
developed nation by 2047, Bihar's progress will significantly shape the
country's future. Over the last two decades, Bihar has recorded notable
achievements in economic growth, infrastructure expansion, school
enrolment, public service delivery, and governance reforms. Yet, substantial
challenges remain in employment generation, industrialisation, agricultural
transformation, urban development, investment acceleration, climate
resilience, and human capital formation.

The Global Convention on Transforming Bihar 2027, to be held at Patna during
10-11 January 2027, is being organised by the Institute for Human
Development (IHD) and Nalanda University in collaboration with Bihar
Foundation (established by Deprtment of Industries, Government of Bihar) at
Patna seeks to bring together scholars and experts, policymakers, industry
leaders, civil society members, development practitioners, and members of
the Bihar diaspora from India and abroad to deliberate on pathways for
transforming Bihar into a prosperous, inclusive, and sustainable economy.

The Convention builds upon the Institute for Human Development’s landmark
Global Meet on Resurgent Bihar 2007 and the subsequent Global Summit on
Changing Bihar 2012, organised in partnership with the Government of Bihar
and other partners. These initiatives helped place Bihar's developmental
challenges and opportunities at the centre of national discourse. The 2027
Convention aims to provide a fresh roadmap for Bihar's next phase of
transformation.

Bihar's Development Challenges

Over the last two decades, Bihar has experienced profound social and
economic progress. However, the State faces a new set of development
challenges that call for innovative, coordinated, and forward-looking
responses. These include creating quality employment for a young
population; enhancing agricultural productivity, diversification, and value
chains; accelerating industrial development; addressing climate change and



disaster risks; managing urbanisation; formulating a migration policy which
benefits both the migrant households and the local economy; improving
health and educational outcomes; harnessing technological change, including
artificial intelligence; mobilising investment and managing resources;
leveraging the knowledge and networks of the Bihar diaspora; and
strengthening institutional capacities for sustainable development.

Main Objectives
The Convention aims to:

® ldentify opportunities and constraints for the next phase of accelerated
development of the State;

® Generate evidence-based recommendations for policy formulation and
action;

® Develop a shared vision and roadmap for Bihar's transformation by 2047;
and

® Build partnerships among government functionaries, academia, experts,
the private sector, civil society members, international institutions, and the
Bihar diaspora, both from India and abroad, for sustainable and inclusive
development of the State.

Convention Themes

® Industrialisation and Entrepreneurship

® Sustainable Urbanisation

® Education and Skills

Other Themes

® Agricultural Transformation and Rural Prosperity
® Migration

® Infrastructure, Connectivity and Logistics



® Youth Employment, Labour Markets and Future of Work

® Improving Health and Nutritional Outcomes

® Harnessing Artificial Intelligence (Al) for Bihar's Development
® Energy, Environment, Disaster and Water Management

® Gender Equality and Women's Economic Empowerment

® Culture, Heritage and Tourism for Development

® Accelerating Investment and Mobilising Financial Resources

® Forging Partnership with the stakeholders and Bihari Diaspora

® Strengthening Governance and Public Institutions

Programme Structure

Alongside high-profile lectures and planery addresses by eminent speakers
from India and abroad, the Convention will feature a diverse array of thematic
panels and round table discussions. A Special session on “Catalysing
Investments and Development Opportunities for Bihar" will showcase young
innovators working in Bihar, featuring promising ideas , shortlisted by an
expert jury and presented during the session. The session will also highlight
the journey, achievements, challenges and gowth opportunities of Bihar's
startup ecosystem.

Prior to the Global Bihar Development Convention 2027, a two-day Pre-
Convention Global Forum on Bihar's Development: Evidence, Perspectives,
and Emerging Development Pathways will be organised on 9-10 8-9 January

2027. The Forum will provide a platform for scholars, researchers, experts, and
professionals to present their research findings and deliberate on issues
addressing Bihar's key development issues. The issues may span widely,
covering both the Convention themes and other significant development
issues related to the State.




Scholars, researchers and experts from India and abroad working on Bihar's
development issues are invited to submit original papers. Extended abstracts
between 300-400 words may be submitted by 30 September 2026. After

paper review the authors of selected abstracts will be invited for full paper
submission by 10 October 2026. The deadline for full paper submission
(between 6-8 thousand words) is 7 December 2026. Apart from this
competitive call for papers, some selected scholars will be invited to
contribute papers and present them at the Pre-Convention Forum.

Participation in both the events—the Convention and the Pre-Convention
Forum—will be by invitation and registration only.

Both the events will be bilingual (Hindi and English).

Registration

Categories With Accommodation* Accompanying Without Accommodation**

General Students Person General Students
India INR 25,000 INR 10,000 INR 5000 INR 5,000 INR 3,000
Developing countries uUsD 350 USD 225 UsD 110 USD 200 USD 100
Developed countries USD 500 UsSD 350 UsD 175 UsD 300 usD 200

The deadline for registration for participants requiring accommodation is
30 November 2026. The participants requiring accommodation also need to
register by 30 November 2026.

*

Charges with accommodation cover accommodation for up to 4 nights, including breakfast,
tea and lunches during the Convention days, one Convention dinner, transportation from/to
the Convention venue and a Convention kit.

** Charges without accommodation cover tea, breakfast and lunches during the Convention
days, one Convention dinner,and a Convention kit.

Note: A participant registering for only one of the two events, the Global
Convention on Transforming Bihar (10-11 January 2027) or the Pre-Convention
Forum (8-9 January 2027), will be required to pay 60% of the applicable charges.

Participants are expected to meet their travel and registration costs from
their own sources. However, some select young researchers and scholars
may be provided with partial financial assistance on the basis of review of
their abstracts.



Outputs
The Convention will culminate in:

® A Bihar Declaration 2027: a substantive and policy-relevant declaration
that will contribute meaningfully to Bihar's development discourse and
planning.

® A Bihar Vision 2047 Policy Report: a comprehensive Convention Report
that will synthesise the key deliberations, insights, and recommendations.

® Thematic policy briefs from the technical sessions: policy briefs that will
present focused strategies and actionable recommendations for key
themes.

® A multi-stakeholder knowledge and policy network comprising
government functionaries and policymakers, academics, experts, industry,
representatives, civil society members, development practitioners and the
diaspora committed to development of Bihar.

® An edited volume by a leading international publisher containing selected
and revised papers presented in the Pre-Convention Forum.

PROFESSOR ALAKH N. SHARMA PROFESSOR SACHIN CHATURVEDI
Director, Institute for Human Development Vice Chancellor, Nalanda University

Ms. PRIYANKA TYAGI Dr. ANTRA SINGH DR. KISHORE DHAVALA
Chief Executive Officer (CEO) Fellow and Senior Lead Associate Professor
IHD, New Delhi IHD-Bihar, Patna Nalanda University, Rajgir, Bihar
Email: priyanka.tyagi@ihdindia.org Email: antra.singh@ihdindia.org E-mail: k.dhavala@nalandauniv.edu.in

DR. AMIT KUMAR, Assistant Professor, Dept. of Geography, Munger University

DR. ANUJA, Assistant Professor, Centre for the Study of Discrimination and Exclusion (CSDE), Jawaharlal Nehru University
DR. AVIRAL PANDEY, Assistant Professor, Department of Economics, Patna University

DR. CHAITANYA KHANDELWAL, Fellow, IHD, New Delhi

DR. KUMAR VARUN, Assistant Professor, Hindi Dept., A.N. College, Patna

DR. SUPRIYA KRISHNAN, Assistant Professor, Dept. of Personnel Management and Industrial Relations, Patna University

For more important details about the Convention, please contact:
biharconvention@ihdindia.org | Phone: +91-9871177540
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o fagrfasm 2047 HifaRaré

© fawgar+ifadey(Policy Briefs)
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