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Background

Bihar stands at a pivotal moment in its development journey, characterised by a
young population, rising aspirations, and strong linkages with labour markets
across India and beyond. As India advances towards the vision of a developed
nation by 2047, Bihar's progress will significantly shape the country’s future.
Over the last two decades, Bihar has recorded notable achievements in
economic growth, infrastructure expansion, school enrolment, public service
delivery, and governance reforms. Yet, substantial challenges remain in
employment generation, industrialisation, urban development, investment
acceleration, and human capital formation, particularly improvement in learning
outcomes and quality education.

In this context, the Global Convention on Transforming Bihar 2027, to be held
at Patna during 10-11 January 2027 at Samrat Ashok Convention Centre, seeks
to bring together scholars and experts, policymakers, industry leaders, civil
society members, development practitioners, and members of the Bihar
diaspora from India and abroad to deliberate on pathways for transforming
Bihar into a prosperous, inclusive, and sustainable economy. The Convention is
being organised by the Institute for Human Development (IHD) and Nalanda
University in collaboration with Bihar Foundation (Department of Industries,
Government of Bihar).

The Convention builds upon the Institute for Human Development's landmark
Global Meet on Resurgent Bihar 2007 and the subsequent Global Summit on
Changing Bihar 2012, organised in partnership with the Government of Bihar
and other partners. These initiatives helped place Bihar's developmental
challenges and opportunities at the centre of national discourse. The 2027
Convention aims to provide a fresh roadmap for Bihar's next phase of
transformation.

Bihar's Development Challenges

Over the last two decades, Bihar has experienced profound social and
economic progress. At the same time, the State now faces a new set of
development challenges that call for innovative, coordinated, and forward-
looking responses. These include creating quality employment for a young
population; improving learning and educational outcomes; enhancing
agricultural productivity, diversification, and value chains; accelerating
industrial development; managing urbanisation; harnessing technological
change, including artificial intelligence; mobilising investment and managing
resources; leveraging the knowledge and networks of the Bihar diaspora; and



strengthening institutional capacities for sustainable development.

Main Objectives
The Convention aims to:

® |dentify opportunities and hindrances for the next phase of accelerated
development of the State;

® Generate evidence-based recommendations for policy formulation and
action;

® Develop a shared vision and roadmap for Bihar's transformation by 2047;
and

® Build partnerships among government, academia, experts, private sector,
civil society, international institutions, and the Bihar diaspora, both from
India and abroad, for sustainable and inclusive development of the State.

Main Convention Themes

The Convention will focus on three overarching themes:
® Industrialisation and Entrepreneurship

® Sustainable Urbanisation

® Educationand Skills

Thematic Sessions

The following thematic sessions will provide key insights and inputs to inform
and enrich the three overarching themes of the Convention:

Rural Economy, Agricultural Diversification and Livelihoods

Agricultural diversification, productivity and value addition; livestock and
fisheries; rural non-farm enterprises and livelihood diversification; farmer
collectives and market linkages; labour migration and rural labour markets.

Youth, Employment and Migration

Harnessing Bihar's demographic dividend; skill development and
employability; educated youth unemployment and transitions to work; gig
and platform-based work; migration for employment and education;
remittances and their role in household and local economic development;
migrants’ rights and access to social security; artificial intelligence and the
future of employment.



Accelerating Investment and Mobilising Financial Resources

Centre-State fiscal relations and transfers; strengthening state fiscal capacity;
mobilising resources through banking and non-banking institutions;
attracting private investment, including Foreign Direct Investment (FDI);
domestic tax and non-tax revenues; improving quality and effectiveness of
public expenditure; engaging diasporaininvestment mobilisation.

Industrialisation and Enterprise Development

MSMEs and entrepreneurship; agro-industries and value addition; industrial
clusters and enterprise development; investment and access to financial
resources; energy availability and reliability; technology and artificial
intelligence; industrial policy and incentives; attracting private investment,
including FDI; formalisation and strengthening of enterprises.

Urbanisation, Small Towns and Local Development

Urban transition and the growth of census, small and medium towns;
municipal finance, capacity and governance; housing and basic urban
services; informal settlements and urban livelihoods; urban drainage and
waterlogging; flood management and urban resilience; urban infrastructure
and connectivity; waste management; preservation of urban heritage;
rural-urban linkages and integrated local development; strengthening local
governments and institutions.

Education and Skills

School, higher and technical education; skill development and training
systems; making Bihar as an important knowledge hub of higher education
and centre of skill development; access, equity and quality, particularly in
higher and technical education

Gender Equality and Women's Empowerment

Women's economic participation and entrepreneurship; Jeevika and Self-
Help Groups (SHGs); female workforce participation; financial inclusion and
asset ownership; unpaid and care work; women's safety, security and
mobility; women's political participation; gendered impacts of male out-
migration; women's access to higher education and skills.

Tourism, Heritage and the Creative Economy

Cultural, religious and pilgrimage tourism; Buddhist and other tourism
circuits; tourism infrastructure and connectivity; preservation and



conservation of historical and cultural sites; craft economies, artisans and
market access; cultural enterprises and creative economy; strengthening
infrastructure and enabling environment for tourism; linking tourism with local
livelihoods.

Partnerships, Networks and the Bihari Diaspora

Building partnerships with stakeholders committed to Bihar's development;
engaging entrepreneurs, civil society, national and international
organisations; leaverging networks of diaspora to support investment,
innovation and entrepreneurship for state’s development.

Strengthening Governance and Public Institutions

Improving administrative and institutional capacity; efficiency in public
service delivery; citizen participation and accountability; Panchayati Raj and
decentralisation; transparency and grievance redressal; strengthening state
capacity and addressing implementation gaps.

Programme Structure

Alongside high-profile and plenary addresses by eminent speakers from India
and abroad, the Convention will feature a diverse array of thematic panels and
round table discussions. A special session on “Catalysing Investments and
Development Opportunities for Bihar” will showcase young innovators
interested and working in Bihar, featuring promising ideas.

The Convention will also provide opportunities to form networks among the
interested and engagement in development of Bihar. Besides, there will be a
dedicated desk of relevant government officials for facilitating investment
and actions in the state.

Invitation for Contributors

Prospective participants in the Convention are invited to share their ideas on
any of the Convention themes in a brief write-up of up-to 500 words. Each
submission should highlight three key issues or challanges and propose three
policy measures with respect to each of the key issues for actionable strategic
intervention. Following a review, selected write-ups will be published on the
Convention website. These concise submissions will serve as a basis for in-
depth discussions during the convention’s panel and roundtable discussions.



PRE-CONVENTION GLOBAL FORUM

8-9 January 2027

Prior to the Global Bihar Development Convention 2027, a two-day
International Conference on “Bihar’'s Development: Evidences, Perspectives,
and Emerging Development Pathways” will be organised on 8-9 January
2027. The Conference will provide a platform for scholars, researchers,
experts, and professionals to present their research papers and deliberate on
issues addressing Bihar's key development challenges. The issues may span
widely, covering both the Convention themes and other significant
developmentissues related to the State.

CALL FOR PAPERS

Scholars, researchers and experts from India and abroad working on Bihar's
development issues are invited to submit original papers. Extended abstracts
between 300-400 words may be submitted by 10 November 2026. After peer
review, the authors of selected abstracts will be invited for full paper
submission by 15 November 2026. The deadline for full paper submission
(between 6,000-8,000 words) is 26 December 2026. Apart from this
competitive call for papers, some selected scholars will be invited to
contribute papers and present them at the Conference.

The Conference will provide an opportunity for deeper discussion and
preparation of evidence-based papers around the following themes:

Sustainable and climate-smart agri-food systems; agricultural productivity
and farm incomes; rural economic diversification; farmer collectivisation
through FPOs and cooperatives; market linkages and value chains;
technology, mechanisation and farm labour; livestock and fisheries.

Own-account and household enterprises; artisan and weaver clusters; street
vending and informal enterprises; registered MSMEs and industrial policy;
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industrial incentives and enterprise development; access to credit and
finance; entrepreneurship development, training and support systems.

Job creation and future of work; unemployment and underemployment;
wages and earnings; gig and platform work; Bihar's demographic window and
youth transitions to work; migration for employment and education;
remittances; migrants' rights and social security.

School education and learning outcomes; higher and technical education;
access, quality and equity in education; educational migration; education
governance and institutional capacity; public resources and financing; skills,
training and employability.

Female labour force participation; unpaid and care work; Jeevika and Self-
Help Groups; financial inclusion; women's asset ownership; safety and
mobility; gendered impacts of male out-migration; access to higher education
and skills; education-to-work transitions.

Public health infrastructure and primary healthcare; maternal and child health;
child nutrition; ICDS, mid-day meals and other nutrition programmes;
reproductive health; food security; the role of private and informal healthcare
providers; Ayushman Bharat coverage and utilisation; inequalities in health
outcomes; adolescent health; disease burden and epidemiological transition;
water, sanitation and their links to nutrition and health.

Poverty and inequality; vulnerability and social exclusion; EBCs, SCs, STs and
other marginalised communities; older persons and persons with disabilities;
social protection systems and welfare programmes; improving access,
coverage and effectiveness of social protection.



8. Urbanisation, Small Towns and Urban Governance

Rural-urban linkages and urban transition; small and medium-sized towns;
municipal finance and institutional capacity; housing, sanitation and basic services;
informal settlements and urban livelihoods; flood and drainage infrastructure and
management; strengthening urban local bodies and governance.

9. Infrastructure, Connectivity and Logistics

Roads, railways and inland waterways; electricity access, affordability and
reliability; digital connectivity; warehousing and logistics; cold-chain
infrastructure; connectivity as a driver of economic transformation.

10. Climate, Environment, Energy and Disaster Resilience

Flooding and drought; groundwater and arsenic contamination; climate-
smart agriculture and adaptation; flood and water management; disaster
preparedness and resilience; renewable energy and energy access; improving
air and water quality; waste management and environmental sustainability.

11. Investment, Resources and Public Finance

State fiscal capacity; quality and effectiveness of public expenditure;
Centre-State transfers; investment and mobilisation of resources; banking
and non-banking sources of finance; private investment and FDI; engaging the
Bihari diasporain attracting investment.

12. Governance, Institutions and Service Delivery

Administrative and institutional capacity; law and order; Panchayati Raj and
decentralisation; transparency and accountability; grievance redressal;
implementation gaps; efficiency and quality of public service delivery.

13. Technology, Digitalisation and Artificial Intelligence

Digital public infrastructure; digital divides based on gender and location;
technology, employment and future of work; digital technologies for
improving governance and service delivery.

14. Culture, Heritage, Tourism and the Creative Economy

Pilgrimage and Buddhist tourism circuits; heritage conservation and local
livelihoods; crafts, artisans and market access; cultural enterprises; creative



industries; tourism infrastructure and connectivity; sustainable tourism;
strengthening ecosystem for tourism-led development.

Regional identity and belonging; non-resident Biharis and the wider Bihari

diaspora; second-generation Bihari identity; regional languages and cultural
traditions; folklore, arts and crafts; cultural preservation and promotion;
engaging the overseas and wider Bihari diaspora; building stronger
connections between the diaspora and Bihar's development.

The above themes are intended to provide a broad framework for discussion.
Prospective paper writers are welcome to contribute papers on other themes
relevant to Bihar's development that are not explicitly covered above.

Participation in both the events—the Convention and the Pre-Convention
Forum—will be by invitation and registration only.

Both the events will be bilingual (Hindi and English).

Registration

Categories With Accommodation* Accompanying Without Accommodation**

General Students Person General Students
India INR 25,000 INR 10,000 INR 5000 INR 5,000 INR 3,000
Developing countries USD 350 USD 225 USD 110 USD 200 USD 100
Developed countries USD 500 USD 350 USD 175 USD 300 USD 200

The deadline for registration for participants requiring accommodation is
15 December 2026. Participants requiring no accommodation also need to register by
30 December 2026.

* Charges with accommodation cover accommodation for up to four nights, including
breakfast, tea and lunches during the Convention days, one Convention dinner,
transportation to and from the Convention venue, and a Convention kit.

** Charges without accommodation cover tea, breakfast and lunches during the Convention
days, one Convention dinner,and a Convention kit.

Note: A participant registering for only one of the two events, the Global Convention
on Transforming Bihar (10-11 January 2027) or the Pre-Convention Forum (8-9
January 2027)—will be required to pay 60% of the applicable charges.

Participants are expected to meet their travel and registration costs from their own

sources. However, some select young researchers and scholars may be provided
with partial financial assistance on the basis of a review of their papers.



Outputs
The Convention will culminatein:

® A Bihar Declaration 2027: A substantive and policy-relevant declaration
that will contribute meaningfully to Bihar's development discourse and
planning.

® A Bihar Vision 2047 Policy Report: A comprehensive Convention Report
that will synthesise the key deliberations, insights and recommendations.

® Thematic Policy Briefs from the technical sessions: Policy briefs that will
present focused strategies and actionable recommendations for key
themes.

® A Multi-Stakeholder Knowledge and Policy Network: Comprising
government functionaries and policymakers, academics, experts, industry
representatives, civil society members, development practitioners and the
diaspora committed to the development of Bihar.

® An Edited Volume: By a leading international publisher containing
selected and revised papers presented at the Pre-Convention Conference.

PROFESSOR ALAKH N. SHARMA PROFESSOR SACHIN CHATURVEDI
Director, Institute for Human Development Vice Chancellor, Nalanda University

Ms. PRIYANKA TYAGI Dr. ANTRA SINGH DR. KISHORE DHAVALA
Chief Executive Officer (CEO) Fellow and Senior Lead Associate Professor
IHD, New Delhi IHD-Bihar, Patna Nalanda University, Rajgir, Bihar
Email: priyanka.tyagi@ihdindia.org Email: antra.singh@ihdindia.org E-mail: k.dhavala@nalandauniv.edu.in

DR. AMIT KUMAR, Assistant Professor, Dept. of Geography, Munger University

DR. ANUJA, Assistant Professor, Centre for the Study of Social Inclusion, School of Social Sciences, JNU, New Delhi

DR. AVIRAL PANDEY, Assistant Professor, Department of Economics, Patna University

DR. CHAITANYA KHANDELWAL, Fellow, IHD, New Delhi

DR. KUMAR VARUN, Assistant Professor, Hindi Dept., A.N. College, Patna

DR. SUPRIYA KRISHNAN, Assistant Professor, Dept. of Personnel Management and Industrial Relations, Patna University

For more important details about the Convention, please contact:
biharconvention@ihdindia.org | Phone: +91-9871177540
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et fR1gr 3R Wi & aRumH; = 3R Jeheiteh e, A& & ugs, ure 3k T4
3R, fA&1 o forw uaTae; frei gaw Y SR &19dT; TR ST 3R fa=aiyor;
1T, UfARTOT 3R ASTHTR U <hl &7 T

AT srHEet YRTERY; Stifdent SR T Tgraar 94, fa<ia gwmasm; afgersi fi dufa
TR HIfeleh =T gh; & 3R HTATSTTa!; G o STeR U ohl AigelTsil IR SR, I fAer
SR 12Ut dTeh UG, AT & ASTIR hl SR seetrer

rdeii-ieh WY idl R UgfAe Weg ddr;, d1g iR Iy @red; a1 gy,
ST, TeaTg i SR 3T WIVUT chidehd; Us-- WTe; @rer gRef; it ok
STTETReR TRy T Uararsil hl YfHerl; IS HRd hl shasl 3R IUTNT; ey
gRoTHT F SrqATaT; fohemR w@rey; AR o1 dig 3R T o W H deolTd; UTT, Wl
3R IR UINUT F Ty 9 &y

T SR STHHTAT, SIGRE 3R HrHIfSich afgsehvur; detell, gaet, Tadt 8ik o= dfaq
HHEH; gofti SR feeain aafey; IS QRem eaawn 3R el shiishH; TSI
YR &1 Ugd, Therst SR THTafieidr # gur

g 3R TER & g ey 3R AL deala; Bl 3R LA AThR & AT, TR et &
Tt AT SR TR T, SITaT, WesdT SiR faTEl 9aTy; suaTRe sfeaat iR
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MG SATSHART, I1g 3R FTet ARt T S[et gardt giaud ok veem; g«
frenTat 3fiR AT ot ASTed et

Ggoh, 39 3R idd2fia Siamnt; fastelt sl ugd, ag-iadr iR s smyfd; fefSea
FAfR A, dagRfET ik difofeey; diee-a gfAard g, snfde seara ol nfa ¢
ITet 1 o &Y H dgax uh

q1e 3R G@ET; Yoict 3R ek UGHUT; SAdR]-3ichel hiS SR 37cher; ITUST I IR
3R ITY fue &l & dT; Feienufia o1 3R FSf deh Ugd; gar 3R Ut ehl ora= o
YUR; ShaRT Yo 3R ggierufig feehraua

T i fa<i eran; ardwife @ di qurEmr Sk gwmEsiierdr; e € 59 ot =i
EXiaRT; 2T o e SR dETed ST, den iR R-sifch =it gta; st e ok
QHSI3NTS,; (LT 3iTenftid et # fagl game aar i wrftary

URMfeh SR WA &HAT, P 3R TaRIT; TaTde o7 3R fAcheIeeoT; T me-
T wigemsit i yriieR); aRefIar sik Stareca!; fRrerad Rarur; foharaaa 6 st
Hrestf-ch Yarail hl G&TdT 3R ure

fefSiea ardsifAes gfardt aier; oY & gans 1 IudiT, wWrea R fAen 7 de-ie; foim
3R WA oh MR TR ffSeet SIHdT; deheich, JSHTR 3R AT ohl Mfasg; M= 3R Tar
faaruT guRA o forq fefSiea depriien svr i

e SR g g Tfthe; faRmga TRe01 SR TG SirehifdeT; g@fed, dRFR 3R
STSTR deh Ug; Hikepicieh JerH; Ie-TTcHeh JEINT; Wi Hardl ST 3R Yuch; Had qded
IR W gafarr; wied smenRd faemd o fog dgar sentfked

il uga SR STuATUH; fIgR & a1eR B+ aret fogRt 3R carues fogrt yareht aqar;
I Wit & fagiRat &t ugam; et ATuTg ofR Aikepfceh URURTY; StchdhT, el SR
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BT, TEepldl T TRETUT 3R TAR; fadn ofR o= STTgl R ¢ gt yaredt aqar &t
SireT; Hamh THer 3R fagR o faemm o e wsigg deg S

SR feu g fawg T=f o forg gep camues TR ¢ | 2My-U feie aret sargeh ol fagr
& faehT 9 S[e VY 3= fawyg tR +ft Y- dUR R Hehd €, STt R e IR U= mfAet gt
fryme gl

W ERY U Gotieheor Heiefl STent<!
T shRiehdl & UTTEIRY cherel STHFUT 37R USeheuT & ATe0H I gift | ehrfshdl ht e 8t
Tq 3t a gt

Uofieneor
afamft stoft T wfza wgamht & T & RmTe*
qET= GIE] T arert feRy qET= o
HRd INR 25,000  INR 10,000 INR 5,000 INR 5,000 INR 3,000
fearepraefier &2 USD 350 USD 225 USD 110 USD200  USD 100
ferepfaa dar USD 500 USD 350 UsD 175 USD300  USD 200

* g I AT aTet Yeh | 4 I dch T @, T1dT, TR 37R & d Afgd STfaRm & A1 & oier,
U 3R, S =1 deh S-S ol giale 3R siferde fohe enfaa g1
** T g oht gAY dtet Y[ech | StfAd o &1 & w1ear, Iy 3ik &9, Yo faR iR srfdaee
fope st
» S ufawfal &t smear &Y Smagddr g, I folu dsfiawor dr sifam fafdr
30 TeieR 2026 & | [T ufaafat ot smarg 6 smagaar 78l 8, 35 20 Rawr 2026
ek UstiehuT T Sifarf g1
« gt ufqrfiat @ srden Y STt & fh & srfddee ok gd-sifdam siavigta g &
A 81 & g @l &l a9 37104 Fdl 9 | o giAaT gar ufd i sl smatsia
ik IS Thd B
i g ufqumft dhae gt At § @ foheft vr—afYes fAgr e (10-11 S99
2027) a1 qd-gwe= J9 (8-9 i@t 2027)—H TSl hidl 8, dt 3 AR {[ech ohl
60% YT hAT I |
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fagr faera o forg ufdeg ifa Ratarst, g, aeeraten, e, ammie garst 3ik
fagR yareht §era o offe wIrf 719 g Harg 7

TSR 3feg Q. i TR afas agdet
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g iR SRR (Higan) thelt gd TR fie THIfRkige UitheR
STy, 73 Rt STEYEEH-fAgR, gerT Aetal fryfireer, Tonfi, fRER

g8 priyanka.tyagi@ihdindia.org g8t antra.singh@ihdindia.org -8 k.dhavala@nalandauniv.edu.in
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1. o1faRet uid, Jgraes Wther, s fawm, uear fagfaenea

B1. PHR TET, GgrIeh TR, fEd) famT, T.uA. sictst, e

=1. iR e, g UItheR, hiffies Usy= Ua Sfienfiies deie fawm, gear fagfaenea

HIYA & ey H S1feh STHART & foIg Foam dudh &
biharconvention@ihdindia.org | I +91-9871177540
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